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The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) Environmental Division reviewed the 
referenced project and has determined that the project falls within the definition of a Tier 3 
Categorical Exclusion as defined by the ARDOT/FHWA Memorandum of Agreement on the 
processing of Categorical Exclusions.  The following information is included for your review and, 
if acceptable, approval as the environmental documentation for this project. 
 
The City of Jonesboro (Jonesboro) is proposing to widen a segment of Highway 49 and improve 
the Highway 49 at Parker Road intersection in Jonesboro.  The purpose of the proposed widening 
project is to improve capacity, improve the current level of service, and to accommodate future 
traffic growth.  Highway 49 and Parker Road are primary roadways in Jonesboro, and their 
intersection is heavily traveled.  Figure 1 shows the project location.  All existing and proposed 
roadways and shoulders are, and will be, paved.  The existing cross sections are described below.  
 
Highway 49, north of Parker Road intersection - Open shoulders and a total of six lanes.  
Southbound - two 12’ wide through lanes, one 11’ wide left-turn lane, and one 11’ wide right-turn 
lane.  Northbound - two 12’ wide northbound through lanes.  These lanes are within Interstate 55 
(I-55) right of way.  

Highway 49, south of Parker Road intersection - Curb and gutter and a total of six lanes.  
Southbound - two 12’ wide through lanes.  Northbound - two through lanes (one 11’ wide and one 
12’ wide); one 11’ wide left-turn lane; and one 11’ wide right-turn lane.  The right of way width 
is 130’. 

Parker Road, west of the Highway 49 intersection - Open shoulders and a total of three lanes.  
Westbound – one 11’ wide through lane.  Eastbound - one 11’ wide through/right-turn lane and 
one 11’ wide left-turn lane.  The right of way is width is 70’.  

Parker Road, east of the Highway 49 intersection - Open shoulders and a total of three lanes.  
Westbound - one 12’ wide through/left-turn lane and one 12’ right-turn lane.  Eastbound - one 12’ 
wide through lane.  The right of way is width is 60’. 

The proposed cross sections are described below.  

Highway 49, north of Parker Road intersection - Open 8’ wide shoulders and a total of eight 
lanes.  Southbound - two 12’ wide through lanes; one 12’ wide right-turn lane; and two 11’ wide 
left-turn lanes.  Northbound – two 12’ wide through lanes and one 12’ wide right-turn lane.  No 
sidewalks or bike lanes would be constructed.  The right of way would be within I-555 right of 
way.   

Highway 49, south of the Parker Road intersection – 8’wide shoulders with curb and a total of 
eight lanes.  Southbound - two 11’ wide through lanes.  Northbound – three 11’ wide through 
lanes; one 11’ wide right-turn lane; one 12’ wide left-turn lane; and one 12’ wide channelized area. 
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Figure 1.  Project Location 
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A 5’ wide sidewalk on both sides of the roadway would be constructed, although bike lanes would 
not.  The right of way width would be 165’.  

Parker Road, west of the Highway 49 intersection – 8’wide shoulders with curb and a total of 
five lanes.  Westbound - one 11’ wide through lane.  Eastbound – two 11’ wide through lanes and 
two 12’ wide left-turn lanes.  A 5’ wide sidewalk on both sides of the roadway would be 
constructed, although bike lanes would not.  The right of way width would be 70’south of the 
centerline, within I-555 right of way north of the centerline.    

Parker Road, east of the Highway 49 intersection - 8’wide open shoulders and a total of six 
lanes.  Westbound - one 11’ wide through lane; one 12’ wide right-turn lane; one 11’ wide left-turn 
lane; and one 11’ wide channelized area.  Eastbound – two 12’ wide through lanes.  No sidewalks 
or bike lanes would be constructed.  The right of way width would be 70’south of the centerline 
and within I-555 right of way north of the centerline.    

Approximately 0.94 acre of permanent right of way will be required for this project, along with 
approximately 0.1 acre of temporary construction easement. 

 
Design data for the project is as follows: 

Design Year Average Daily Traffic Percent Trucks Design Speed 
(mph) 

2020 23,050 7 40 (Highway 49) 
35 (Parker Road) 

2040 32,066 7 40 (Highway 49) 
35 (Parker Road) 

 
 
There are no relocations, wetlands, environmental justice issues, prime farmland, floodplains, or 
endangered species associated with this project.  No impacts to cultural resources are anticipated.  
Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is provided in Appendix A.  
Field inspections found no evidence of existing underground storage tanks or hazardous waste 
deposits.  An unnamed tributary of Higginbottom Creek runs under Parker Road within the project 
area, therefore a Section 404 Permit is required.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a 
Nationwide Permit for this project, which is included with all other agency correspondence in 
Appendix A. 
 
This project has been determined to generate minimal air quality impacts for Clean Air Act criteria 
pollutants and has not been linked with any special mobile source air toxic (MSAT) concerns.  As 
such, this project will not result in changes in traffic volumes, vehicle mix, basic project location, 
or any other factor that would cause a meaningful increase in MSAT impacts of the project from 
that of a no-build alternative.  
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The screening level noise analysis completed for this project is provided in Appendix B.  Minor 
noise impacts to three residences are predicted.  However, noise mitigation would not be feasible 
or reasonable.  The ARDOT Environmental Verification Checklist for Consideration of Potential 
Impacts Assessments Form is found in Appendix C. 
 
The Jonesboro hosted a Public Meeting for this project at the Municipal Center on December 7, 
2017.  The public comments resulting from this meeting are found in Appendix D. 
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APPENDIX A 

Agency Correspondence 
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APPENDIX B 
Screening Level Noise Analysis  

  



  
 

 



  
 



  
 

 



  
 

  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

ARDOT Environmental Verification Checklist for Consideration of 

Potential Impacts Form 
 



  
 

 
  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

Public Comments 
  



  
 

 

  



  
 

 

  



  
 



  
 

 



  
 

 
  



  
 

 

  



  
 

  



  
 

  



  
 



  
 

 



  
 

  



  
 

  



  
 

 



  
 

  



  
 

  



  
 

 

  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

Roadway Design Request Form 
  



  
 

 

  



  
 

 




