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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT NORTH BELT FREEWAY

SDEIS LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING HANDOUT

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department (AHTD)
Open Forum Location Public Hearing = Job R60101
North Belt Freeway
Hwy. 67- 1-4 West
Pulaski County
March 20 & 21 2007

HOW THIS HEARING WORKS:

1. Please register vour atlendance ot the Registration table

[

Crather information, view the displavs, and ask questions af yeur own pace
and convenience. Personnel are on hand to assist vou by answering ques-
tions about the projeet and providing pertinent information.

3. If vou wish to make an oral statement about the project, you must have vour
comments recorded on lape ol the recording station sel up al the heaning. An
AHTD employee will be there to record your statement.

4. Wrnitten statements may also be submitted. Forms are available which may
be hilled out and lelt in the drop box at the hearing, OR your wrillen
comments will be accepted at the office of the AHTD Environmental
Dvision, PO. Box 2261, Little Rock, Arkansas, 72203 through 4:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Apnl 12, 2007

* REMEMBER -
Your comments must be in writing or recorded on tape
o be considered part of the official record of this public hearing.

thank You I'or Your Atiendance and Participation
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L

This packet has been prepared o provide general information aboul the progect and
itz polential impacts. Information has been meluded pertmming (o the proposed
design, envirommental impacts and nght-of-way. Additional imformation on each ol
these topics 1s available ot the hearing or by contacting the Arkansas State Highway
and Transportation Department

The Department holds public hearings to insure that highway locations and designs
are consistent with the hnghest possible goals and objecuves, One of the pnmuary
objectives of this heanng is to provide o medium of ree and open discussion which
hopefully will result in the resolution of any problems or controversial issues. In
order to accomplish this goal, we must have vour cooperation and participation
The Department hopes to make you familiar with the proposed location and design
and give you an opportunity 1o eXpress your opinions.

Ower the years, the stale, federal, and local governments have worked closely to-
gether in the building of our highway s and in the overall improvement of our trans-
portation system. The federal government 15 concerned about providing a modem
transportation system 1o serve the nation as a whole, and of course, vour State
Hhghway Commission 15 working to provide the best possible svstem of lughways
tor all the ciuzens of Arkansas,

These mterests have resulted ma closely coordimated elfort between the Federal
Highway Admimstration, the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Depart-
ment, and local governments. However, this joint involvement i projects 1s more
than just a funding arrangement. The location and design 1o be proposed by the
Department 15 subject to the approval of the Federal Highway Administration. All
policies, procedures, and activities involved in the proposed project must comply
wilh all federal and stete lows and regulations.

Your comments, either written or verbal, are encouraged. Verbal comments will only
be accepted at the hearing, butl written statements may be submitted at the hearing
or delivered to the AHTD Environmental Thivision office by 4:30 p.m. Thursday,

April 12,2007,
The address 1s: Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department
Environmental Davision
PO, Box 2261
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203
Telephone: 501-3659-2281
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The Arkansas State Highwav and Transportation Department (A AHTD), in cooperation with the
Federal Highway Administration{ FHW A ). 15 proposing a highway project located innorthern Palaski
Counly, Arkansas. This prmject, commonly knownas the Norh Bell Freeway, willconsist of'a four-
lane, divided lighway constructed to Interstate standards and located between Highway 67 and the
Interstate 40/430 Interchange. The completion of the ¢astern segmoent of the North Belt Freeway
hetween Highway 67 and the Interstate 40440 Interchange lel this proposed freeway project as the
only remaining segment of the urban area's circumferential freeway to be implemented. The project
15 between 12and |5 milesin lengthand will be constructed on new location with an average estimatod
right of way width of 3K feet. Access wall be fully comtrolled with interchanges and prade seporations
utilized at selected locations

The proposed Morth Beli Freeway 15 included in the CARTS Metro 2030 Metropolitan
Iran=portation Flanand has been part of the trusportation planming ¢fTorts innorthem Pulask County
since 1941, Since 1979, the Pulaski Arca Transportation Study, now expanded to the CARTS, has
shown the proposed North Belt Freeway essentially in the same general corridor as the Selocted
Altermative identified inthe project’s 1994 Fmal Environmental Impact Statement (FELS ) amd Record
of Decision (ROD),

In 19497, the local metropaliten plammng organszation, M etroplan, did not imeludse the North Belt
Freeway project in the CARTS Transportation Improvement Program. This decision was made
because a porton of the Selected Allemative was not compibible with the Ciy ol Sherwaood's Master
Sireet Plan. Sinee the AHTD was unable to proceed wailiwobivilies onthe Soril Bell Freew ay witlun
& 3-vear period alter the ROD, reassessment of the Sclected Ahemative became necessary,

Im 2003, a Preliminary Evaluation was conducted by the AHTD in order to resolve issues
necessary to proceed witha FEIS reassessment. Public comment from the expanding residential
neighborhoods adjacent to the Selected Alignment and Sherwood's continuing opposition resulted in
the necessity to produce this Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDELS jasthe
means of conducting a project reassessment.

The SDETS was completed and approved by FHW A for public release m January 2007.
Development of altemativies and detimled envirenmental study of those alternatives was completed as
part of the SDEIS process and resulted inthe designation of s Preferred Ahemative. Comments from
the public, local officials, and state/federal resource agencies will be collected and a Preferred
Alternative will be taken forward into a FEIS. Preparation of anew FEIS and new ROD that fully
evalumes the Prelerred Aliemative and documents the Selected Alternative will complete the
environimenial process,
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I'he acquisition of nght-of-way involves the property owners
bemg contocted by dillerent mdividuals from the AHTD
Right-ol-Way Dnision. These may include appraisers, negoliators, closing agenls
and possibly property managers

The imtial step n the acquisition process 15 the property valuation. Onee the valua-
ton 15 preparcd, reviewed and approved, a negotiator will contact the property
owner by mal or m person o begm the negobation process. [ negotiabions are
successiul, o Contract to Sell is executed and subnmitted for payment. Onee the
AHTD completes the title opimion and the deed 15 prepared, a closing agent will be
in touch to get the deed signed and deliver the check. At this time, the state takes
possession of the property.

For those cases where all efforts to negoliate are unsuccessful, the tract 13 submit-
ted 1o the AHTD Leeal Division to [ile condemnation. The avoraisal amount is
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RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The relocation assistance program 15 intended to help offset expenses incurred by
those who are displaced by federally aided highway projects. This program provides
adwvisory assistance and pavments to help offset those expenses.

Mo one can be required to move without at least ninety (90) days advance writlen
nobice, und comparable replacement howsang will be made sgvalable o all residential
displacees (bwnlt if necessary ) betore construction

begins on the project. This housing must be fair —

housing and offered to all atfected persons regard- T
less of rmee, color, religon, sex, or natwnal ongimn Mﬂqﬁﬂﬁ | ] _—']:_ﬂ'

Helocation assistance, which 1s separate (rom the
compensation a person receives for real estate,
comes i two basic lorms — physical assistance
and monetary assistance. In order to be ehigible for
relocation assistunce and compensation, a person
must be i occupancy at the mtiation of negotiations for the property. The tvpe of
relocation payments one 15 eligible for depends on the type ol displocee: 1.¢., owner,
renter, oie,

e w

Relocation assistance and pavments wall be provided until all displacees have been
relocaled [rom the project. 11 a person s not satished with the amounts that have
been offered as relocation compensation, an appeal may be filed and the case heard
promptly and carefully reviewed by an AHTD Appeals Officer,

Relocation assistance brochures which explain each pavment and cach cligibility
requirement in detail are available at the Right-of-Way table at this hearing
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Alter a full evaluation of the information contained within the
SDELS, and as o resull of participation by resource agencies, the
local officials, the public, and the response gained through these
avenues, suthcient information was available toadentify a Preterred Alternative tor
the proposed facility. The vanous alignment alternatives were compared and
Abgnment Alternatve Bab was recommended (or combination wath the Common
Abgnment and designation as the Preferred Altemative

This Alernative

1) Meets the project purpose and need;

21 Minmmizes overall impacls;

3) Best balances the benelits expected from the project with the overalhimpacts,

and

4} Provides good access to communities and other regional highway tacilities

The Preterred Alterative s 12,7 milesin length, with five interchanges and eaght
grade separations proposed. Aninterchange 1s not proposed at Uneida Strectinorder
tominimize residential relocations, wetlund impocts, and impacts w the surrounding
subdivisions, Additionally, interchange constructability 1ssues exist due 1o the
proximity of Kellopg Creek and Fears Lake, and spacing with the Highway 67
Interchange would not be optimal for trathc operations. The Preferred Altemative
avords reereabion arcas and the Kellogg Mine area, while mmimzang relocalions,
wetlond, and noise impacts to the maxunum extent possible.

The Preferred Alternative willundergo public, local oftficials, and stateand federal
resource agencies review during the public hearing(s) and comment period on the
SDEILS. The comments will be assessed and, if necessary, the Preferred Alternative
may be modified either through the chotee of a different alignment alternative or
through shafts or changes o the Preferred Alternative. Aller o complete evaluation
of the comments recerved, an alternative will be chosen for documentation in the
FEIS. The FEIS documentation will contain responses to the comments received
on the SDEILS, and address comments and changes related to the Preferred
Altlemative.
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The mformation bemg presented at this heaning 15 the best indication of what the
Arkansas State [Tighway and Transportation Department (AITTD) has determined to
date. The AHTID 15 sensitive to the concerns of the eitizenry and a final alignment
will be developed after the comments from this public heanng are received and an
evaluation of all impacts of the project can be completed.

The AITTD needs your mput. Mlease take the ume to look over the imformation
being presented and give vour opinion, either tape-recorded or in writing. Com-
ments will be taken at this heanng, or they can be mailed o the address tound on
page two of this packetl. E-mal comments can be set to:
northbelt/@arkansashighwavs.com, All comments must be received by the AHTD
by Thursday, Apnl 12, 2007, 1o be considered as part ol the pubhe heanng docu-
mentation.

Your attendance and participation in this hearing is greatly appreciated
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ARKANSAS STATE HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
Open Forum Location Public Hearing « Joh R60101
Morth Belt Freeway
Hwyv. 67- 1-40 West
Pulaski Couniy
March 20 & 21 207

Plaase Print [Cate

Mame

Address

Strewt Address Sy, Slate, Lip

Comments
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SDEIS LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING SYNOPSIS

LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING SYNOPSIS

Job Number R&0101
Hwy. 67 — [-40 West
Pulaski Couniy
Mairch 20 and 21, 2007

Open forum Location Public Hearings for the proposed North Belt Freeway were held in
Sherwood at the Brockington Road Church of the Nazarene on March 20, 2007 and Cato
Elementary on March 21 from 4:00 - 7:00 pm. Radio PSAs (Public Service Announcements),
Hispanic communily leaders, civic organizations, medin news rebeases, flyers (Spanish and
English) distributed in the project asca, and notices meiled to the minonity churches and public
officials were utilized o inform the public and 1o invoelve minoritics in the mecting.

The following information was available for inspection and comment. Small-scale copies of the
displays are attoched.

Two displays of the enlire projoct arca on a strect map ilfustrating the alignmenis.

# Two displays of the enfire project arca with the alignments on an aerial photograph at a
scale of one inch equals 0.8 mile.
Five displays of the alternatives arca on a streel map.
Five displays of the alternatives arca on an aenal photograph ot a scale of onc inch equals
T01 feet

» Onc display showing the estimated impact summary for the alignments.
One display outlining the project development process.

Handouis for the public included a comment sheet, a small-scale map, and @n impact summary
for the alignments. Copies of these are attached.

Table | describes the results of the public participation at the meeting.

TABLE 1
Public Participation

Attendance ol mectings

Total commenis received

Petitions recgived
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Job Number RO0101- Location Public Heaning Synopsis
March 20 and 21, 2007
Page 2 of

AHTD staff reviewed all comments received and evaluated their contents. The summary of
commients listed below reflects the personal perception er apinion of the persoen or
orpanization making the statemeni. The sequencing of the comments Is random and is not
intended to reflect impartance or numerical values. Some of the comments were combined

and'or paraphrased to simplify the synopsis process.

An analysis of the responses received on the comment sheets is shown in Table 2.

Comment

| In favor of the Preferred Ahgnment Bab

| In favor of Alignment C

In faver of Alignment Ba

e i R . =

In favor of Alignment A
Against the Preferred Alignment Bab

Against Alignment C
North Belt not needed

——

| Toll project 1o get it built

Do ot toll project

' El:mhang: needed at Oneida Street
Mo inlm‘h:ngu meeded at Ehmd_a Strect
Interchange needed at Kellogg Road

‘ Moise impacts need to be considered

A listing of gencral comments concerning the proposed project follows:

¢ The North Belt route should not go along Scgment b because houses and infrastructure in
an existing subdivision (North Lake) would have to be paid for by taxpayers' dollars. i
would lower the value of the residents” property, increase the noise level, and be
unsightly due to its proximity to the subdivision.

* Do not toll the North Bell. Adverse economic and congestion impacts to Highway 67
and surrounding regional arterials would result from tolling.

s Noise impacts to residents of Indianhead Lake Estates need to be considered in relation to
the North Belt route,
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Job Number R60101 - Location Public Hearing Synopsis
March 20 and 21, 2007
Page 3ol 3

s Alignment Bab would divide the Kellogg/Oakdale Community and change its character.
& An interchange al Oneida Street would increase safety because il would provide for fire
and police access.

A petition signed by 215 individuals was received that stated opposition to a North Belt route
that would go through North Lake Subdivision, resulting in impacts to critical watersheds,
wildlife habatat, and wildemess areas. A route through the North Lake Subdivision would also
displace residents and ruin the current gquality of tranguil fife.

Attachments: Information packet and comment form
Small-scale impact summary table used for handout and as display
Small-scale street map of entire praject arca used for handout and as display
Small-scale acrial map of entire project arca display
Small-scale street map of altematives area display
Small-scalc agrial map of altcmatives area display
Small-scale project development process display

BP
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